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Cameroon (02°40’N 15°00°E), 140 km to the 
west (R. J. Dowsett & F. Dowsett-Lemaire in 
Bull. ABC 5: 142; Taku Awa II pers. comm.). We 
are hoping to conduct further field work in the 
Sangha Lodge area to assess the range and size of 
this population. Further updates will be posted at 
www.sanghalodge.com. 
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First record of Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis 
for the African region 


Peter G. Ryan 


Première mention du Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis pour la région africaine. Un Labbe du 
Chili Catharacta chilensis a été photographié à “ile Inaccessible, dans l'archipel de Tristan da Cunha, dans 
l’Atlantique Sud, en novembre 2009. L’espéce niche le long de la côte de |’Amérique du Sud, du centre du 
Chili jusqu’au sud de l'Argentine. Les oiseaux non nicheurs se dispersent vers le nord jusqu’au Pérou et le 
Brésil, et occasionnellement atteignent les Malouines, mais la donnée présentée ici constitue apparemment 


la première en dehors des eaux continentales sud-ameéricaines. 


he taxonomy of the large, Catharacta skuas 

breeding in the Southern Hemisphere is far 
from resolved. Even comparison of mitochondrial 
markers has failed to elucidate the situation, 
with only partial segregation of the various taxa 
(Ritz et al. 2008). This is perhaps unsurprising 
given records of hybridisation among taxa (e.g., 
Devilliers 1978, Reinhardt et al. 1997). However, 
most authorities recognise three species: South 
Polar Skua C. maccormicki, Subantarctic Skua 
C. antarctica and Chilean Skua C. chilensis 
(Furness 1996, Olsen & Larsson 1997). Of these, 
Subantarctic Skua is resident in the African region, 
with breeding populations of C. a. lonnbergii 
on the subantarctic Prince Edward and Crozet 


archipelagos, and Tristan Skua C. a. hamiltoni is 
endemic to Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. 
South Polar Skua is a scarce non-breeding migrant 
to African waters. To date, there have been no 
records of Chilean Skuas in the African region. 

In November 2009, I photographed a Chilean 
Skua on Inaccessible Island, in the Tristan da 
Cunha group, central South Atlantic Ocean. It 
was first observed on 25 November and remained 
until at least 1 December, when I left the island. 
During this period it loosely associated with a 
non-breeding ‘club’ of Tristan Skuas roosting at 
Skua Pond, near West Point, but it also attempted 
to advertise a territory on the adjacent Scirpus- 
covered bog, where ¢.20 pairs of Tristan Skuas 


oon 
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Figure 1. Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis showing 
cinnamon vent and rather small bill with bluish base, 
Skua Pond, Inaccessible Island, Tristan da Cunha, 
November 2009 (Peter Ryan) 

Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis, Skua Pond, ile 
Inaccessible, Tristan da Cunha, novembre 2009 (Peter 
Ryan). Noter le bas-ventre cannelle et le bec relativement 
petit à base bleuâtre. 


Figure 2. Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis (left) with 
typical adult Tristan Skua C. antarctica hamiltoni, 
Inaccessible Island, Tristan da Cunha, November 2009 
(Peter Ryan) 


Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis (à gauche) avec un 
Labbe de Tristan C. antarctica hamiltoni adulte typique, 
île Inaccessible, Tristan da Cunha, novembre 2009 
(Peter Ryan) 


Figure 3. Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis in flight, 
showing the compact jizz and rather small, neatly-defined 
white wing flashes, Inaccessible Island, Tristan da Cunha, 


November 2009 (Peter Ryan) 


Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis en vol, île 
Inaccessible, Tristan da Cunha, novembre 2009 (Peter 
Ryan). Noter la forme compacte et les taches alaires 
blanches relativement petites et bien définies. 


breed. It was less approachable than the local 
Tristan Skuas and was frequently chased by them. 
The Chilean Skua was readily distinguished from 
the rather variable local skuas by its paler face and 
neck with prominent golden hackles, contrasting 
with the dark eye-patch and breast. At close 
range, its paler bill with a dark tip was visible. 
The bird was also slightly smaller, with a more 
compact appearance, especially in flight, recalling 
South Polar Skua. Although its body was washed 


rufous, it was not as richly coloured as many 


Figure 5. Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis giving the 
long-call display on the floating mat of Scirpus sulcatus 
on Skua Pond, Inaccessible Island, Tristan da Cunha, 
November 2009 (Peter Ryan) 


Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis, émettant le long cri 
de parade sur un tapis flottant de Scirpus sulcatus, Skua 
Pond, île Inaccessible, Tristan da Cunha, novembre 2009 
(Peter Ryan) 


Chilean Skuas, but in flight it clearly showed the 
distinctive cinnamon underwing-coverts. When 
the bird displayed, its long-call was distinctly 
deeper and more hoarse than that of the Tristan 
Skuas, sounding almost goose-like. 

The most likely confusion is with the Northern 
Hemisphere Great Skua C. skua, which is more 
richly coloured than Subantarctic or South Polar 
Skuas. Great Skuas show considerable variation in 
plumage, but R. Furness (/7 litt. 2009), who has 
studied Great Skuas for 30 years, commented that 
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Figure 4. Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis landing 

on Skua Pond, Inaccessible Island, Tristan da Cunha, 
November 2009, showing the diagnostic cinnamon 
underwing-coverts (Peter Ryan). Note also the distinctive 
paler buff tips to the uppertail-coverts. 


Labbe du Chili Catharacta chilensis, aterrissant sur Skua 
Pond, ile Inaccessible, Tristan da Cunha, novembre 2009 
(Peter Ryan). Noter les couvertures sous-alaires brun clair 
diagnostiques et les pointes chamois clair des couvertures 
sus-caudales. 


‘no Great Skua I've seen has had as strongly ginger- 
coloured underwing-coverts as this bird’. The 
only other possibility is that the bird is of hybrid 
origin. Chilean Skuas apparently hybridise with 
both Falkland Skuas C. a. antarctica (Devilliers 
1978) and South Polar Skuas (Reinhardt et al. 
1997), but hybrids usually appear intermediate in 
plumage and structure (Devilliers 1978), whereas 
this bird is typical of a Chilean Skua in worn 
plumage. 

Chilean Skuas breed along the coast of South 
America from central Chile to southern Argentina, 


with non-breeders dispersing north as far as 
Peru and Brazil (Olsen & Larsson 1997). They 
occasionally reach the Falkland Islands, but this 
appears to be the first record of a Chilean Skua 


away from South American continental waters. 
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